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A Word from Your Editor 

Safety Notice
During article development, firearm testing, training, and participating in 

shooting activities, Junior Shooters insists that all juniors are supervised by an 
adult and follow NRA-approved safety rules. In addition, the taking of photographs 
must always be accomplished in a safe manner. Any photographs taken in which 
the camera is in front of the firing line, or what would be the firing line, are made 
using a remote camera.

Warning:
Readers:  Be advised that there may be products 

represented in this magazine as to which the sale, 
possession, or interstate transportation thereof may be 
restricted, prohibited, or subject to special  licensing 
requirements.  Prospective purchasers should consult 
the local law enforcement authorities in their area.  All of 
the information in this magazine is based on the personal 
experience of individuals who may be using specific tools, 
products, equipment, and components under particular 
conditions and circumstances, some or all of which may not 
be reported in the particular article and which this magazine 
has not otherwise verified.  Nothing herein is intended 
to constitute a manual for the use of any product or the 
carrying out of any procedure or process.  This magazine 
and its officers, authors, consultants, and employees accept 
no responsibility for any liability, injuries, or damages arising 
out of any person’s attempt to rely upon any information 
contained herein. All shooting photos were taken under 
adult supervision and photos taken from in front of the firing 
line were done via remote camera.

Take a look at these definitions in the Webster on-line 
dictionary:

“Weapon: something (as a club, knife, or gun) used to 
injure, defeat, or destroy.” 

A kitchen knife, a baseball bat, a car, a hammer, and a 
gun are tools, inanimate objects. They are not evil. They are 
used as tools every day. They will not jump off the ground 
by themselves and hurt someone no matter how long you 
look at them. Can they be used as weapons by criminals? 
Sure, any of them can and have.

“Assault Rifle Concise Encyclopedia: Military firearm 
that is chambered for ammunition of reduced size or 
propellant charge and has the capacity to switch between 
semiautomatic and fully automatic fire. Light and portable, 
yet able to deliver a high volume of fire with reasonable 
accuracy at modern combat ranges of 1,000–1,600 ft (300–
500 m), assault rifles have become the standard infantry 
weapon of modern armies. Their ease of handling makes 
them ideal for mobile assault troops crowded into personnel 
carriers or helicopters, as well as for guerrilla fighters 
engaged in jungle or urban warfare. Widely used assault 
rifles are the U.S. M16, the Soviet Kalashnikov (the AK-47 
and modernized versions), the Belgian FAL and FNC, and 
the German G3.” 

The AR-15, or modern sporting rifle, is not a military 
firearm. It CANNOT be switched between semiautomatic 
and fully automatic fire.

I recently gave an interview to the New York Times along 
with Larry Potterfield of Midway and Steve Sanetti from the 
National Shooting Sports Foundation. A four-page article 
was published on January 26, 2013, by the New York Times 
and the author was Mike McIntire. Though our quotes were 
factual, they were skewed as was the whole article. One of 
things that I was really disappointed about was that all of the 

Continued on Page 65
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Dragon Claw
By: Cody Leeper (18)

Large caliber air rifles have been around for a long 
time; in fact, Lewis and Clark had one on their travels. 
Only recently, though, did I become aware of a more 
modern large caliber air rifle. Air Venturi offers one 
of, if not the, biggest caliber air rifle on the market. It’s 
called the Dragon Claw, and as the name implies, it is a 
.50-caliber air rifle. With two under-barrel air cylinders, 
it looks like a three-barreled over and under and is very 
intimidating. Nevertheless, this air rifle is worth every 
penny you spend on it. 

First off is the air supply. Without it, this gun would be 
a very large and awkward paperweight. The double air 
cylinders hold up to a safe capacity of 3000 psi, which 
will deliver the payload of a 200-grain “pellet” at a very 
respectable 750 fps. The cylinders can be filled by one 
of two methods: First, there is the scuba tank method, 
which I highly recommend; and then there is the hand 
pump method, which takes a lot of time and manpower 
to do. I had the unfortunate luck of having to use a hand 
pump while I was using this rifle. You may be thinking 

Air Venturi’s .50-Caliber Air Rifle
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that it’s a lot of work for one shot, but this is not the case. 
In fact, you can get about six shots from each fill of the 
cylinder on high power and 11 on low power. Whether 
its on high power or low power is determined by how far 
back you cock the rifle, the first position being low power 
and the second high power. This gives you the flexibility 
to have a bunch of shots, some powerful and a few less 
powerful, or a couple very powerful shots for the ultimate 
effectiveness. While on high power, it is very effective at 
750 fps, but on low power, it is still effective at 500 fps. 
Low power is perfect for small game, and high power 
would be sufficient for coyotes, wild pigs, even deer at 
the right distance. 

I have been talking about this gun’s power and 
versatility, but what about accuracy? Well, it is extremely 
accurate. It’s accuracy at 50 yards is quite outstanding. 
On sand bags, I was able to shoot a four-round group 
that would fit inside of a quarter. This was with a simple 
three-power scope attached. I then took off the scope, and 
with the iron sights, I was still able to produce a group 

Air Venturi’s .50-Caliber Air Rifle

Top: Cody, trying out the Dragon Claw’s iron sights. 
Note the trigger finger off of the trigger until ready to 
shoot.
Bottom: Full length view of the right side along with 
the scope it comes with.

Below: The top barrel is the rifle barrel for the 
.50-caliber bullet, and the bottom two barrels are both 
for air reserves giving the rifle twice the capacity of a 
single-barreled airgun.

Underneath the forearm is a sling mount and a rail to 
mount a bipod on along with the air reservoir gauge.

The rear iron sight is fully 
adjustable for windage and 
elevation.
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the size of a ping-pong ball. These groups were achieved 
with flat base, round-nose “pellets” that I received from 
Air Venturi. Although this rifle ranks fairly high in 
performance, there are, however, a couple things that 
I found that didn’t appeal to my personal preferences 
in the area of ergonomics. First is the extremely short 
forearm, which unless you want to hold onto the air 
cylinders, keeps your grip uncomfortably close. Second 
is the short scope mounting rail on the top. If you wish 
to be able to have a good sight picture when you bring it 
up, then a scope with a good amount of eye relief will be 
necessary. The scope that I put on mine was very cheap 
and had a very short eye relief which made it difficult 
and uncomfortable to get a good sight picture. I have 
left the scope off ever since I took it off to shoot groups 
because the iron sights are of pretty fair quality and are 
much more preferable. 

Through these little shortfalls, it vastly exceeded my 
expectations. I initially had this rifle pegged as most 
likely inaccurate, overcumbersome, and hard to deal 
with. In fact, it is very easy to use, fun, and a new way 
to hunt or just target shoot.  I have taken this air rifle on 
many small game hunts, and it feels no different than 
carrying any other rifle. After much success hunting 
small game, I plan on hunting some larger game such 
as coyotes, wild pigs, and maybe something bigger! In 
all, this rifle is a great investment if you’re looking for a 
large caliber air rifle or a new challenge. 

www.airventuri.com

The left side shows the dragon insignia for the 
Dragon Claw .50-caliber air rifle.
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Reloading With a Dillon

Reloading is both fun and rewarding. I actually find 
it relaxing. I recommend starting your reloading with 
a single-stage press such as an RCBS Junior Kit or 
a turret press such as the Lyman Crusher Expert Kit 
Deluxe Turret press. This is especially true for first-
time reloaders and when reloading rifle cartridges. 
I will often reload rifle cartridges on one of these 
presses today, especially when exact measurements 
are required in order to achieve the best accuracy 
possible. It is a good thing to go slow when starting 
to learn all of the stages and processes of reloading. 
Single-stage and turret presses make you go slow. 
Slow and careful are good words to keep in mind. 
Don’t hurry!

By: Andy Fink Don’t watch TV!
Don’t bop out to your latest iPod download!

FOCUS!
Wear glasses!
Wear gloves!

Have an adult present!
Okay, I now know the basics of reloading, love my 

turret and single-stage press, I am ready to move on. 
On? Yes, on to a progressive press and reloading mainly 
pistol cartridges. I still want to be safe and careful, but I 
need to be able to load faster. I am just putting too many 
pistol cartridges downrange!

Some of the best progressive presses out there are 
made by Dillon, and the RL550B is my preference. 

Wyatt Irish (13) on the press 
- almost ready to go!

RL550B
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CCI small pistol primers, Hodgdon’s Universal powder, and 
Zero bullets. A 9mm and a .45 ACP cartridge loaded using 

the Dillon 550B.

Sitting in the middle of the presses they have 
available, the basic press, without dies or accessories, 
is $439.95. It has just about everything you need 
in a progressive press. The RL550B will load both 
rifle and pistol cartridges. It accommodates over 
160 different calibers. Naturally, you still need dies, 
a good powder scale (manual or digital), primers, 
powder, and bullets. Dies and scales along with other 
reloading accessories are also available from Dillon. 
Even when using a semi-progressive press like the 
550, there are still little things to watch out for so we 
will cover some of them in this article.

The specifications for the RL550B include:
• Four-station progressive loader 
• Station 1) resize/deprime/prime 
• Station 2) powder drop/flare 
• Station 3) seat 
• Station 4) crimp 

The RL550B is able to load rifle as well as pistol 
cartridges. The RL550B uses standard 7/8-by-14-
thread-per-inch dies, as long as they deprime in the 
sizing die. You manually index the shellplate and 
manually feed cases and bullets. It is capable of 
loading 400 to 600 rounds per hour and comes with a 
lifetime warranty. 

The basic 550 includes: 
• Machine with caliber conversion kit (shellplate, 

locator buttons, powder funnel) in the caliber of 
your choice. 

• Powder measure with standard large and small 
powder bars (small installed). The small bar 
throws from 1 to 15 grains of powder.  The large 
bar throws up to 55 to 60 grains of powder. 

• One prime system with large and small priming 
parts. 

• One large and one small pick-up tube. 
• One toolhead. 
• One powder die. 
• One loaded cartridge catch bin. 
• One written instruction manual. 
• One set of standard Allen wrenches. 

We just received our press and now need to mount 
it. Dillon does have mounting stands; however, I 
recommend mounting it directly on a sturdy reloading 
table that is set at a comfortable height. You also 
want to get a chair that puts you at a good height for 
working at the table and operating the press’s handle. 
Set the press on the handle, drill the holes for the 
mounting screws (you need to buy these), and then 
follow the instructions for putting the press together. 
Dillon provides an excellent manual that includes 
photographs that really come in handy when setting 
up your press.

Are you ready to go? First thing we need to determine 
is what cartridge you are going to start with and if it 
takes large or small primers. (we are assuming we are 
reloading pistol cartridges.) I actually love my Dillon 
550 so much that I have two of them set up: one for 

Four stages starting from the right: 1) Resize, deprime, and 
prime; 2) powder drop, flare (neck expansion); 3) seat; 

4) crimp.

Andrew (17) checking the bullet placement on the seating 
die as he runs the press - all four stages simultaneously.
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cartridges that use small pistol primers like 9mm 
and .38 Special and one for cartridges that use large 
pistol primers like .45 ACP and .45 Colt. We will 
assume we are set up for small pistol primers and 
reloading 9mm cartridges. (Other than the type of 
primers being used, they both operate the same.) 

There are four positions on the Dillon press. We 
will cover each of the four positions along with going 
over some areas you need to pay special attention 
to. Before we start, are you wearing glasses? Are 
you wearing medical gloves? These are very handy 
to keep lead and powder/primer residue off of your 
hands. I also like to keep some Hygenall Lead 
Wipes on my work bench and use these to clean my 
hands after reloading. They are also great to have 
in your range bag to clean toxins off your hands 
before having lunch. I also recommend positioning 
yourself under an overhead light or flashlight so 
you can see each of the four positions by moving 
your head and body a little from side to side. More 
about this as we go through the reloading steps.

Resizing Position
This is for the resizing and depriming die. This 

is also where you prime the case. You want to use 
carbide dies if at all possible. These will allow the 
case to go in and come out easier. You don’t have to 
use case lube when using carbide dies for straight-
walled cases such as 9mm, but I still recommend 
just a little spray of Dillon’s spray lube. I usually 
spray a little in a plastic container and then roll my 
cleaned cartridges around in it. A little goes a long 
way.

As you pull the handle down, the lubed case goes 
into the resizing die, and the depriming pin knocks 
out the used primer. If you have everything set right 
and the primer tubes loaded, the new primer will 
move forward on the primer bar and position itself 
under the case. With a little extra push forward on 
the handle, the primer should be seated. 

Some hints. Make sure you are looking as the 
primer bar moves forward so you can see that 
a primer has been picked up. Then, when you 
manually index the shellpate so the case moves to 
the next position (stage), look down at where you 
are going to place the next case in the shell holder 
to resize it, and make sure that the primer pocket 
of the primer bar is clear – indicating the primer 
was properly inserted in the bottom of the case. 
Doing this will eliminate spilled powder and a lot 
of frustration. You need to do this for each case. 
Another thing to be careful for is how hard the case 
goes in the die and how hard the primer goes in the 
pocket. If it is too hard, there is a problem. Maybe 
you put a .40 case in by mistake or the primer 
pocket on the case needs to be cleaned out first.

Expanding and Powder Position
The second position is for expanding the neck of 

the case so that the base of the bullet will fit inside 
the case and to put powder in the case. Assuming 
you have adjusted the die for this position and your 
powder measure according to the manual, this is 

Jessica Brown (14) reloading her first cartridge while Wyatt 
watches.

The case on the resizing position has been resized and the 
shellplate is moving down to insert the primer. The primer 

is moving forward on the primer pickup bar.

Powder container on top of the powder measure bar. There 
are two measuring bars provided: one for small powder 

amounts and one for larger amounts for rifle cartridges.
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another spot you want to pay special attention to. 
You want to adjust the expanding plug to where it 
barely expands the neck and the powder measure 
so it continuously is throwing the same amount of 
powder each time (within +/- 0.1 grain – it is hard 
to get it exact). Running a test case a number of 
times until everything is set correctly is a great idea.

Once everything has been set, you want to 
observe the amount of powder in the case. You 
need light for this as you are going to be doing this 
for each case. This will help you see immediately if 
you have an evident over-powder or under-powder 
charge. It only takes a second to check the case 
each time. This is a very important step. I actually 
like to look at the inside of the case prior to pulling 
the handle down as well. I can then make sure I am 
loading an empty case.

Bullet Seating Position
This is the stage where the bullet is seated 

to the correct depth in the case. I like to use a 
manufacturer’s cartridge that has the type of bullet 
and weight that I am reloading. Position it in the 
shellplate in that position and adjust the die until 
it stops. You should be at the correct setting, but 
you can also use a caliper to check to see if you are 
within the specifications for your cartridge in your 
reloading manual. By the way, if the bullet falls into 
the case as you put the base on top, it means you 
expanded the neck too far in the previous position.

Crimping Position
Crimping the edge of the case around the bullet is 

an important step. Many times there is a cannelure 
on the bullet which is the correct location to seat 
the bullet and place the crimp. Crimping of pistol 
bullets in semi-auto cartridges is not always 
needed as long as the bullet is seated tight enough. 
However, I prefer a light crimp to ensure that the 
bullet does not move in the case.

Okay, we have finished loading some cartridges. 
Now, before you place them in your cartridge 
boxes, check them over. Does each cartridge have 
a primer? Is the primer seated correctly so that the 
edge is smooth with the bottom of the case? Is the 
cartridge the correct length? A set of go/no go dies 
is really nice to have on hand as it will immediately 
tell you if the cartridge will fit in the chamber of 
your firearm correctly.

I always advise loading only a few rounds, 
maybe 10-20, and taking them out to the range 
and trying them out before moving forward with 
loading hundreds of rounds. Make sure the firearm 
cycles correctly and that the load you are using 
is accurate. Remember each and every firearm is 
usually particular about the load that will produce 
the best accuracy in that firearm.

Have fun reloading. Follow the safety rules and 
hints, and it will be both a productive and rewarding 
experience. A qualified adult must always be present 
and supervise while you are reloading.

Check out Dillon’s great products at www.dillon.
com.

Check the amount of powder in the case each time you run 
the press to make sure you didn’t over or under charge the 

case.

All four stages are shown, and you can see the bullet in 
the seating position resting on top of the case ready to be 

seated.

Wyatt shows off the first 9mm cartridge he has loaded.
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About two months ago, I was competing in my first 
shooting match, the Parma .22 Ruger Rimfire Challenge.  
I was using a Marlin fully-outfitted, tube-fed hunting 
rifle and a Smith and Wesson 22A. The pistol worked 
well, but the Marlin was an extremely heavy rifle made 
more for bench rest shooting than speed shooting while 
standing.  The first stage was easy enough, but my 
dad had just bought some clips for the pistol, and they 
didn’t work too well, so the gun kept jamming. So at 
the end of the stage, I had all 30 seconds on all of my 
strings.  (Strings are the rounds on each stage, and there 
is only a 30-second time limit for each string.)

The next stage was the first rifle round. There were 
three strings, and it was rifle only. I could finally finish 
the round because both of the guns had been greased 
and ready to go to the next round of knocking down 
letters.  Everyone on my squad kept shooting right 
through the “D” on the end, and, of course, the easiest 
target was the stopper plate. 

The next round was knocking down circles and was 
my best string with the rifle. Next up was lollipops, and 
they were kind of difficult so I didn’t do too well with 
those. There was a rifle-only stage, and that was my 
worst stage of the day.  On the last string, the Marlin 
was getting so heavy I couldn’t lift it anymore, and I 
felt awful going to the next stage. The next stage was 
a rifle-only stage; we were shooting whistle pigs, and 
they were so tiny and easy to miss, but they were fun. 

My First

By: Ashley Rumble (11)
After everyone had their turn, one of the people on 

our squad let me fire his Ruger 10/22, and I cut my 
time in half while using it. The next round was Texas 
spinner stars, and the pistol portion of it I didn’t like at 
all because it was hard to aim, but the other part, which 
was the rifle part, was a lot more fun. Then we went to a 
pistol-only stage where we shot some circles that were 
very close together, and I got my fastest time yet.

Finally, we were at the last stage where I shot the 
Ruger again and had some really good groups and really 
good times. We went to the prize table and waited for 
the last group to finish. It took a long time because they 
had some issues with their last round, but finally they 
finished and we started the raffle.

 The second ticket they called was mine. I was very 
excited as I went up to the prize table and looked around 
at what there was to offer. I eyed an action for a 10/22, 
and my dad said I could build a rifle around it, but then 
a kid pointed out some paperwork for a free 10/22 as 
one of the prizes. I wasn’t sure if I wanted it, but my 
dad urged me to take it.  Unsure as I was, I took the gun 
and felt very good about it afterwards.

 I couldn’t have gotten the gun without my dad and the 
people on my squad. Everyone I met was very friendly 
and helpful, and I really appreciated all the help that 
everyone had offered.  It was a great experience, and I 
hope I can compete in more .22 matches in the future.

RugerRimfireMatch
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Gator season is finally here! My best buddy Captain 
Mike drove in from Florida, and we laid out a plan for 
an awesome gator hunt with archery gear. Dad and my 
little sister, Lynzy, decided to get in on the action as 
well. After packing Captain Mike’s truck completely 
full of gator and fishing gear, we were headed to one of 
my favorite Texas destinations, the east Texas marsh. 
We decided that not only should we spend time hunting 
gators, but we should also cram in some fishing and 
wild hog hunting. We called the outing “surf and soggy 
turf.” 

I love hunting this area of Texas because it is only 
45 minutes from the house; plus, Uncle Stan’s camp is 
beautiful! Literally, for four days, we do not sleep but 
just a smidgen of each day. It is gator hunting by day 
and fishing and smacking hogs by night.

Let me say this about regulations: As I stated in 
past articles, hog hunting at night is legal in Texas. 
They destroy everything and breed more than rabbits. 
They are considered a nuisance animal, and just about 
any hunting means imaginable is legal, even from a 
helicopter! We shoot tons, but all meat is eaten, either 
by us or the needy. We donate thousands of pounds of 
meat to Port Arthur Missions, so it’s a “win-win” all the 
way around. Gator regulations are very complex and 
should be studied very closely before you give it a try. 
Paperwork documenting everything, CITES tags, hook 
size, firearms, when, where, how, etc., etc. Research, 
research, and do more research before you try it. Better 
yet, go with a licensed outfitter for the first time. The 
meat is delicious!

I’m sure many of you have seen the gator hunting 
shows on TV so you have an idea of how you set a line 
for gator before you shoot them. In many states, you 
must secure them on a line before they are shot because 
a gator will sink in the murky water making retrieval 
difficult and dangerous. They are a cold-blooded 
animal, and when you think they are dead, they are not. 
As the old saying goes, “The most dangerous gator is 
a dead one!” This is why all gators’ mouths are wound 
with tape after they are taken -- ALWAYS! 

Now if you think getting a gator on a line is as easy 
as baiting a hook and line and tossing it in the marsh or 
swamp, think again. One aspect of hunting gators is just 
like hunting other critters, recognizing sign, trails, and 
territories of the toothy lizards. The real challenge is 
locating and harvesting the big ones. They are smarter 
and more skittish than most people realize. Some gator 
hunters marinate their bait or let it get stinky like catfish 
bait. I take the more simple approach and simply use 
chicken. I figure everybody, and all meat eaters, love 
chicken.

Toothy Lizards
We spent much of the first day scouting. We only had 

five tags so we were only allowed to set five lines. We 
wanted to make the five lines as productive as possible 
for big gators. After agreeing on the locations, we 
started setting lines. Captain Mike and Dad even let my 
little sister pick a spot. I wanted to use her for bait. 
Just kidding! Y’all know from past articles that Sis and 
me pick at each other lot because we love each other! 
When we set our first line, I knew it was in a honey 
hole. Gator sign was everywhere. We baited a line with 
chicken and raised it out of the water more than a foot. 
The theory here is the farther above the water your 
bait, the bigger the gator. We repeated this process at 
all the locations. We had all of the lines set before dark 
because it’s the law, and you can’t check them at night 
either. Did I mention that you need to study the law 
very carefully before gator hunting on your own? So 
what do we do until sunup? Fish and hunt hogs! That’s 
what. I love both, but my favorite between the two is 
hunting mini-bulldozers.

We caught some bait and tried fishing just as the sun 
was setting. The sunset in the swamp is absolutely 
beautiful. Oh, yes, they were biting. Catfish, croaker, 
and redfish! My little sister loves to fish, and she caught 
several “eaters” and a few simply stole her hook, line, 
and sinker! In no time, we had fresh fish sizzling in 
hot grease, spiced to perfection. So good -- no need 
for vegetables with this meal. I forgot to mention that 
the fish were not the only things biting. The bugs in 
the marsh are “nasty bad” and hungry! My little sis 
hates bugs so it was quite entertaining to watch. Hope 
the gators are as hungry as the bugs are. Now that the 

By: Ty Weaver (17)
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Toothy Lizards
heaping plate of fresh fried fish is gone, what to do 
next? Hog hunting!

We jumped on the quads and headed out deep in the 
marsh. It is amazing how dark it is out there yet the sky 
is vibrant with stars that form all kinds of shapes. They 
are so thick that you can make them out to be all sorts 
of pictures with just a little imagination. We weren’t 
into the hunt long when Dad cast a light on a huge boar 
hog. It was very close, and instinctively from hunting 
hundreds of hogs, I had my Ruger Single-six .22 Mag 
pistol drawn, and with a well-placed bullet behind the 
ear, the mini-bulldozer dropped. Hogzilla is down! It 
took all of us to load this monster. We celebrated under 
the stars. Cool stuff. 

On the way back to camp, Dad and I talked ourselves 
into shoulder mounting this monster. It takes one 
super sharp knife to cape out a bulldozer. It just so 
happens I have such a knife. It was custom made for 
me by Kerry Bowman from New Underwood, South 
Dakota, kerryskustomknives@yahoo.com. The knife is 
beautifully made from buffalo horn, burly wood, and 
Damascus steel. So nice that it just didn’t seem right 
to skin such an ugly beast with it. Dad looked at me 
and said, “Use it!” “It’s a combination of beauty and 
the beast!” I can’t even describe how sharp the knife is 
and how easily it cuts through bulldozer skin. Thanks, 
Mr. Bowman! This knife will be handed down to many 
generations. You can only imagine how many memories 
it will create and how many adventures it will be part 
of.

After we cleaned up from the bulldozer adventure, it 
was time for a quick nap before the sun was up and it 

was legal to check the gator lines. 
Now is a good time for a tip. I always use Dead Down 

Wind products to prevent and terminate all kinds of 
animal-spooking odors like human, smoke, gas, and 
other synthetic odors. Their laundry detergent, personal 
hygiene products, and field application products contain 
Enzyme Scent Prevention Technology which breaks 
down and fights off odor-causing bacteria! You’re not 
going to sneak up on a big old hog if you’re carrying 
smelly bacteria or a synthetic contaminant on you or 
your gear! A gator or fish is not going to take your bait 
if it’s covered with these smells either. Dead Down 
Wind products work! 

The sunrise may have been prettier than the sunset 
from last night. Both were picture perfect. But hey!.
Sun’s up! We jumped in the dually pickup truck and 
headed to the first line. We were all staring at the set 
in hopes to be the first to notice the line pole down and 
scream, “WE GOT ONE!” That is exactly what we did. 
The pole was down which is a great sign that a gator is 
on the line. The only way to tell for sure was to slowly 
pull on the line and “feel” for the gator. The object is to 
pull slowly so the gator eases up to the surface so a well-
placed arrow can hit its mark. Captain Mike pulled on 
the line slowly, but the gator was firmly anchored to the 
bottom or we had us a monster. It took force to get the 
gator to move, and when he moved, he went ballistic. 
Water, grass, and swamp goo went everywhere. I 
thought for sure he was going to break the line. Captain 
Mike played him well until I could sneak a Victory 
arrow tipped with a 125-grain Magnus BuzzCut into 
the kill zone right behind the head. The accuracy of my 
Alpine F1 Fireball is amazing. Our first toothy lizard is 



20 www.juniorshooters.net

down. We pulled him from the marsh, and Lynzy taped 
his jaws. We were stoked! We quickly rebaited the set, 
and we were off checking our remaining lines.

The next three lines were not touched, and our 
excitement subsided until our attention was drawn to a 
big swirl about 200 yards away. The swirl was a gator 
on our last line! We quietly snuck in from behind the 
marsh reeds in an effort to not spook the gator. It worked. 
We made it to the set, and as we were examining the 
direction of the line, the gator surfaced. I slowly drew 
the Alpine, touched the trigger on my Equalizer release 
and sent a Victory and BuzzCut through my second 
gator. The gator rolled and never splashed. It was a 
perfect shot! Lynzy did the tape-up job again and said 
“I’m shooting a gator tomorrow!” We all looked at her 
with a smile and said, “Well, okay, then.” We rebaited 
the set and headed back to camp to skin these gators 
for life-sized mounts. Mom will just love this! She has 
always wanted a gator in the living room 

On the way, we decided to raise the bait on our first 
line because we passed that set on the way to camp. 
We were about 75 yards from the set when I turned to 
Lynzy and said, “You’re not shooting a gator tomorrow. 
You’re shooting one today!” We had another gator on 
line one. This gator was mad! He was out of the water 
and up in the reeds and not very happy to see us. There 
was no way for a clear shot with the bow so we let 
Lynzy shoot it with the .22 Hornet. She made a perfect 
shot! It was not the biggest gator in the marsh, but it 
was a trophy to my little sis and downright tasty. 

We love the marsh! Remember: “Every kid is waiting 
to be invited outdoors. Ask them!”

“Every kid 
is waiting 
to be invited 
outdoors. 

Ask them.”

“Hogzilla is 
down!”

Lynzy got 
her gator!

Ty and his dad.
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By: Wyatt Irish (13)

When Andy (Editor-In-Chief of Junior Shooters) heard 
I was a hunter, he couldn’t help but bring it up. He had 
two rifles that needed a report done on them. The next 
time I visited Andy’s place I knew I would come back 
with a rifle. This would be my first report on a gun, so I 
was all kinds of nervous. Time to choose. I thought the 
two were both really cool, but I just kept coming back 
to the Weatherby Youth Vanguard .243 with an Alpen 
Kodiak 3-9x scope that had a general use reticle. The 
magazine held five plus one rounds, and it had a synthetic 
stock. So I chose to take it on the hunt. It also had a Viking 
Tactics sling on it, which was the same sling I was going 
to use on my Modern Sporting Rifle (AR-15) for 3-Gun 
competition.  

Five days later, it was time to sight in the Weatherby, 
and I was psyched to shoot it. We loaded the Weatherby 
with 95-grain Winchester .243 shells. We set up the target 
about 74 yards out. When I shouldered the rifle, I couldn’t 
help but love the way it fit.  Speaking of feel, I liked how 
the Warne picatinny scope rails held up the scope to eye 
level. I also liked how well it was balanced.  The trigger 
pull was a steady half-a-centimeter pull in length, and 
there wasn’t much resistance.  When I fired the first three 
shots, I knew it was not a rifle I would shoot repetitively 
for long periods of time because of its incredibly hard 
recoil. Luckily, the scope was already adjusted to the 
correct eye relief for my eye, so I only had to fire nine 
rounds. Although it did kick more than I would like, due 
to the fact it was so light, it was a very accurate rifle with 
a sub-Minute Of Angle (MOA) group.

Once more, I proved to myself that 5:00 a.m. is truly 
the worst time to wake up. It was the morning of the first 
day of the hunt. After we got ready for the hunting trip, 

Hunting Deer 
with Weatherby's Youth 

Vanguard .243 
we headed to my Uncle Jesse’s house. Of course, we needed 
the motorcycle, four-wheeler, and my guide/uncle to get 
through the Owyhees. After all the loading and packing, all 
three of us were ready to get our deer and psyched to start 
our hunt. 

I couldn’t stand being in the truck for so long when the 
distance was really short. Truth be told, I was a little too 
anxious to begin the hunting trip. However, as the saying 
goes, “All good things come to those who wait.”  In this 
case, it was to be my second deer. After painfully waiting 
in the car for what seemed like days, we finally got to the 
hunting spot. It was, unfortunately, full of other hunters, and 
we all agreed that it was because of all the fires going on 
up north, but I tried not to think of the competition because 
sooner or later I was going to get my deer no matter how 
long it took.

We prepped the gear, gassed up the four-wheeler and the 
motorcycle, and took off for the mountain range near Silver 
City; that was where the bowl was that we were hunting in. 
We needed to map out where to start hunting. We decided to 
start up the trail where I got my deer last year. We went to the 
end of the trail, and we didn’t see a single deer. We got back 
toward the beginning of the trail, to the same spot where I 
shot my first deer last year. For some unknown reason, I was 
staring at that spot like a deer was going to jump out and 
yell, “Shoot me!”

“What are you looking at, Wyatt?” my dad asked.
“What?”
“Do you see your deer’s ghost?” he said with a smirk.
“Yeah,” I said sarcastically.
And as usual my dad just laughed at my response. 

However, I can’t blame him; I was staring into space like I 
was in a trance or something. I couldn’t help but laugh at it.

Weatherby’s Youth Vanguard .243 
sighting target with the final three 
rounds touching. This resulted in 
less than a 1 Minute Of Angle (MOA) 
fired at 100 yards. Ammunition was 
Winchester .243 95 grain XP. Scope is 
an Alpen 3-9X. Sling is Viking Tactics 

from Brownells.
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As we left the spot where I got the deer last year, Jesse 
remembered that there was a fork in the trail and thought 
the fork might lead us to a buck or two. Little did Dad and I 
know how steep it was, and then in another minute, straight 
up the hill we went, never once considering how in the 
world we were going to come back down. For about five 
minutes, we drove down the trail, and then we stopped at the 
top of a hill. We got our gear on, and then we set off down 
the hill. Up to about 35 yards, there was nothing but a few 
trees, and then we ran into nothing but a mountain covered 
in sagebrush, the thing I am most allergic to.

Uncle Jesse and I went down to a lower elevation to scope 
out the area while Dad stayed at the top of the mountain 
getting a bird’s-eye view. Thankfully, the Weatherby was so 
light. I also had a little Pack Rat on; I thought that the Pack 
Rat was a nice thing for someone my size. It helped hold the 
weight of the rifle to my pack so the rifle itself wasn’t slowing 
me down; it was the sagebrush that was catching every inch 
of my gear, and it nearly tripped me about a thousand times, 
and, to say the least, my nose was running, my eyes were 
itching, and altogether I was pretty miserable. However, I 
needed to keep my spirits up because a deer could be just 
around the corner.

After about 45 minutes, we regrouped and split up once 
more. Dad suggested that Jesse go down to the bottom of the 
mountain and do some hunting of his own while Dad and 
I watched from the top of the mountain. After 15 minutes, 
we lost sight of him. After another 15 minutes, we heard a 
gunshot, and then another gunshot went off not another 5 
minutes later. We sat there hoping that the shot was him, 
but we couldn’t help him where we were so we got on the 
four-wheeler and took off to find him. And, of course, going 
down was scary as heck beings as it was so steep. 

So we found Jesse and his buck. We helped him skin the 
deer and headed out of the area and back home for me to 
deal with my defeat.

For the second day, we hunted on my grandpa’s land, but 
we only hunted until 10:00 hiking up the mountainside. 
Afterword, we worked on my 9mm skills.

On the third day, once more we headed to the Owyhees, 
and we got a pair of two-way radios, and we also added an 
extra pair of eyes known as my cousin, Maile. However, 
there was a downfall for the hunt: We could only hunt until 
noon because my dad had an event he needed to attend. But 
it didn’t matter; I was still going. Even with the lack of time, 
I wasn’t about to give up. 

Two different views of the Youth Vanguard .243 sitting 
on Caldwell’s Lead Sled used to achieve less than 1 MOA 
accuracy. Sling is a Viking Tactics sling available from 

Brownells.

On the way up the road, out of the blue, Uncle Jesse started 
to point off the side of the hill, and, sure enough, there was 
a two-point buck on the side of the hill. As fast as I could, I 
jumped out of the truck and grabbed the rifle. Then I ran to 
the spot where we had seen the deer and. . . .nada. The thing 
had skipped town as soon as he saw the trucks.

Then Dad got the idea to go back down in the truck and 
try to herd him my way. Thus, I waited there on the road 
watching, waiting for something, anything to move.  While 
I waited, I began to appreciate where they put the safety, 
which was right next to the bolt for easy access and no need 
to move the rifle. The action was a little stiff; I think because 
it was a new rifle.  Still, overall very easy to use.   Suddenly, 
out of the corner of my eye, I saw something move. It was 
Dad stepping out of the truck and nothing more. No deer in 
sight what-so-ever. As I watched Dad return to the car and 
begin to drive back up the road, I knew that the deer was 
gone with no chance of him returning.

Unbelievable, I thought. The first buck I saw that I could 
shoot this whole season, and it just said, “See you later,” and 
then, poof, gone just like that. It simply disappeared into the 
woods.

Afterward, we unloaded the four-wheelers, strapped on 
our gear and began riding up a trail that led to a mountain 
that lay just on the other side of the bowl we were in the last 
time we hunted this area. We wanted to see if there were any 
deer on that side of the bowl. We rode on the trail for about 
half an hour, and, finally, we rode to a stop. 

“Maile and I are going to go to higher ground and tell you 
where to go and see if there are any bucks in the area. So 
where are you two headed?” Uncle Jesse asked.

“I think we are going to go to the flat area on the side of the 
mountain with those little patches of trees,” Dad said.


